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If we are to teach real peace in this world, and
if we are to carry on a real war against war, we
shall have to begin with the children.

Mohandas Gandhi

INTRODUCTION

Sustainable Change

A majority of organisations working in the field of development are
attempting to design and implement sustainable projects and initiatives.
This process becomes critical when organisations aim to address and
manage conflict that has the potential to manifest into violence. This
process should be designed to address various issues to ensure peaceful
environment for people and communities. However, one should critically
review key questions that concern the efficacy and sustainability of long-
term interventions in many countries currently experiencing conflict, and
post-conflict. The standard top-down macro model that many governments,
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)/International Non-Governmental
Organizations (INGOs), donors, and other organisations frequently
incorporate within the field of peacebuilding is doted as problematic, and
sometimes insufficient as it fails to deliver the desired results. Therefore,
a new paradigm is required which is locally orientated and designed. This
idea needs to be championed by organizations to bring forward the real
issues and experiences that people affected by conflict and violence have
to face. Our approach should be flexible enough to address the numerous
manifestations of conflict and violence that are culturally deep-rooted
within our communities. The incorporation of this idea has the potential to
address the negative impact of conflict and violence faced by people.
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Nepal Partnership for Children and Youth in Peacebuilding
Understanding the need for a new paradigm to strengthen the existing
architecture of peacebuilding practices, a new pioneering initiative was
designed and implemented. This thought is born out of the absence of
creative approaches to address conflict to stall the manifestation of violence.
The Global Partnership for Children and Youth in Peacebuilding launched in
2012, brought together national and international I/NGOs, child/youth-led
or child/youth-focused organizations, scholars and champions who believe
in the vital role young people and children play in peacebuilding processes
around the globe. The Global Partnership works to support meaningful child
and youth participation in peacebuilding at all levels. It also encouraged
the establishment of Nepal Partnership, and supportedthe implementation
of a multi-agency, multi-country, multi-donor evaluation (3M evaluation)
to evaluate the quality and impact of child and youth participation in
peacebuilding.

The Nepal Partnership for Children and Youth in Peacebuilding was formed
in September 2014 involving district level youth organizations, and national
and international organizations supporting child and youth participation in
Peacebuilding in Nepal. The Nepal Partnership Steering Team members
includes Alliance for Peace (AFP) Nepal, Jagriti Child and Youth Concern
Nepal (JCYCN), Save the Children, Search for Common Ground (SFCG),
World Vision International Nepal (WVIN), and Youth Network for Peace
and Development (YNPD) Mahottari. All the member organisations played
a crucial role in establishing and supporting Local Evaluation Teams (LETS)
including children, youth, and adults as evaluators.

The primary objective was to empower children and youth within their
communities and harness their creative abilities, enthusiasm, and energy.
This approach is believed to significantly increase the probability of
success if local actors are not ignored or considered part of the problem,
but incorporated as an integral part of the solution. In addition, this has the
potential of creating true sustainable projects that are varied and locally
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specific as the youth and children are involved in all aspects of designing,
implementing, and evaluating the peacebuilding activities to address the
issues that they have identified.

Nepal: A Post-Conflict Environment

Nepal was chosen as one of the three countries for the global initiative;
together with the Democratic Republic of Congo, and Colombia, to
implement the new initiative as it is defined as a post-conflict environment.
Nepal, which has a very young population is also experiencing many issues
that are faced by ‘developing’ nations today. According to the Nepal Central
Bureau of Statistics (2012), Nepal’s population is predominantly children
and youth with 62.8 percent of the population below the age of 29. With the
majority of the population comprising of children and youth, it is imperative
that any program designed to be sustainable must engage with the children
and youth. This needs to be done to tap on their energy and abilities to
change the post-conflict environment to one of peace, cooperation, and
tolerance. In addition, when the local youth are engaged in all levels and
areas of peacebuilding, the impact can be immense. They can address
not only the commonly accepted problems associated with post-conflict
areas, but also regionally, culturally, and community specific occurrences
of conflict and violence.

The children and youth bring a new perspective of conflict and violence
that affects their communities. The definition of conflict and violence is
expanded to include numerous factors that divide communities, and often
result in physical and psychological violence. For example, many areas of
potential conflict arise in different communities, such as discrimination
based on caste, ethnicity, gender, age, physical ability, region, and religion.
Real change can be achieved if the multifarious variables are addressed.
Such as tackling issues of alcohol related violence, domestic violence, child
labor, child marriage, manipulation by political parties and other groups,
poverty, unemployment, as well as restrictive and discriminatory cultural
and traditional practices. These multifarious variables need to be included
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in the areas of conflicts that may result in violence. The perception of
children and youth of being the most vulnerable and frequent victims of
violence also needs to change. Children and youth are 'role models' and
they have the ability to create awareness, and the intellectual ability to
herald discourses in the national, local and district level to change various
discriminatory cultural attitudes and behavior.

The Peace Album

The 'Peace Album' provides an opportunity for children and youth to express
their perspectives and opinions through various cultural, and creative
forms of expression. This aloum includes poetry, essays, case studies and
drawings related to issues of conflict and violence directly experienced by
children and youth. It also includes various activities and programs designed
to address various problems and issues experienced by them in their daily
lives. These creative materials included in this aloum were collected from
four of the seventy-five districts in Nepal: Doti, Nawalparasi, Mahottari, and
Rolpa. It is testament to the energy and vibrancy of the children and youth
in identifying areas of conflict and violence, and their attempts to actively
resolve the causes rather than merely dealing with the symptoms.The peace
album has been designed to act as a form of communication and dialogue
between the reader, and the children and youth

A dialogue between the most powerful force of change in the nation, the
children and youth, can be considered the key to successful and sustainable
peacebuilding on a local, regional, and national level. This is a call to all the
architects of peace to listen to the voices of the children and youth. This
needs to be done by recognizing their role in peacebuilding, and by designing
initiatives that address the real issues affecting the larger population.
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Why Peace IS Necessary

Children are our most

valuable resource.
Herbert Hoover

INTRODUCTION

The question of ‘why peace is necessary’ may appear rather obvious to many
people working in the peace and conflict field. However, the concepts of peace
and conflict are infinitely more complex than the terms indicates. The children and
youth from the four target areas in Nepal have clearly expressed a much broader
and nuanced understanding of peace and conflict in behest of their experiences.
The perspectives of the children and youth provide an invaluable understanding of
conflict that challenges our understanding of violence of being limited to ‘armed
insurgencies' and 'violent social movements'. Their impression of violence is
about being culturally specific and subjective awareness of the myriad areas of
potential contestation that may lead to conflict within their respective communities.
Therefore, when asked ‘why peace is necessary’, their opinions were not only
insightful and enlightening, but also embedded in their actual lived subjective
experiences of their everyday lives. Although many issues were raised, certain
themes emerged from their creative engagement with the topic. These thematic
topics, although varied and culturally specific, share many similar aspects, and
demonstrate a very sophisticated understanding of the importance of peace for
the individual, community, and nation.
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Common issues were identified in all the four districts. These issues reflect the
concerns of children and youth towards their future shaped by various cultural,
linguistic, and ethnic factors. A majority of children and youth were of the
impression that violence restricted the multi-faceted development of the Nepali
people. The drawings and writings in the album reflect the aspiration of long term
peace which will enable the country to ensure the political, social, and economic
development. This would further strengthen and ensure rule of law and rights, and
impress upon the citizens — including the children and youth - their responsibility.
In addition, many of the artistic expressions reflect the need to establish better
work, study and life environment. An environment which supports harmony and
equality. The perspectives echoed in artistic expressions may sound idealistic, but
the creative works by children and youth clearly imply that social structures, such
as schools, government and institutions can flourish if peace is achieved. This
thought can materialize if corruption and crime are intervened by the rule of law,
and if human rights education is provided to everyone.

The concept of peace needs to encourage the psychological and physical
development of individuals. There is a need to realise the complex relationship
between individual social actors and structural institutions, and the need for
awareness on peace —as a concepttoimprove interaction, and ensure inclusive, and
equitable society: a society that values culture, social, and national development.

Discussion on issues manifested by conflict and violence need to be heralded.
Children and youth regarded issues of migration, child labor, underdevelopment,
and disability as the direct consequence of violence. Their understandings
reflectthat sustainable peace is the answer to all the pressing problems. However,
the overriding theme that emerges from most of the drawings and writings is
related to the future, where they profoundly state that without peace there is no
future, and the ultimate goal of peace is to secure a safe future, formed on the
basis of equality and human rights. This in turn liberates individual agency and
their potential towards development, and building a democratic nation.
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Youth and Children's
Perspective of
Gonflict and Violence

The greatest gifts you can give
your children are the roots of
responsibility and the wings
of independence.

Denis Waitley

INTRODUCTION

Unlike the other sections in the Peace Album, this section is exclusively
represented with drawings and images produced by the children and youth.
The lack of writings and other forms of cultural expression may be related
to the sensitive nature of the topic. The drawings create a very powerful
and thought provoking section that resonates with the reader and possibly
evokes a desired reaction that cannot be achieved by other forms of
expression. The experiences and perspectives of violence and conflict are
extremely visceral, and the simple expressions in images demonstrate the
power of creativity in expressing traumatic events that transcends language
and specific cultural interpretations.
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Youth and Children's Roles
N Peacebuilding

Old men can
make war, but it is
children who will
make history.

Ray Merritt

INTRODUCTION

This section includes the experiences of children and youth while designing
and implementing the various peacebuilding activities. The material listed in
this section demonstrates deeper themes that guide and inspire children and
youth to take lead in various constructive projects. Many have expressed that
Nepal was historically peaceful, but due to various factors, specifically the
recent insurgency, Nepal now possesses the challenge of managing conflict,
which may result in violence. There's an understanding within the children
and youth that, "Violence is not inborn, but is a result of various social and
environmental factors." Their belief that people are influenced by familial, social
and environmental factors strengthens the argument that people can change
and can be positively helped by a range of initiatives. This is evident in the
materials presented in this Peace Album, and many contributors of the alboum
share this thought. This belief not only motivates children and youth, but also
encourages their meaningful participation in peacebuilding activities.
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One of the central themes is raising awareness on the many causes and forms
of conflict and violence within their communities. There is a clear focus on
the promotion of education as a tool to stall violence. Education, according
to them increases awareness and also helps build socially responsible
citizens. Moreover, many children and youth discuss the damage caused to
communities and individuals by the disruption of education, or the lack of a
suitable environment to study. They also present situations where disruption in
schools contributes in fueling conflict and violence. The general consensus that
is expressed in this section is that children and youth clubs are powerful entities
within the communities. They empower the members to raise awareness on
various problems, and can also actively intervene to address serious issues,
such as alcohol related violence, domestic violence, child labor, child marriage,
and other forms of discrimination and violence. This section also pedestals
the creativity and influence of programs developed and implemented by the
children and youth clubs.

Throughout the chapter the narrative that, "Nepali people are united, regardless
the dividing factors such as: caste, religion, ethnicity, a culture," is profoundly
expressed. According to the children and youth, all people should respect each
other and there must be solidarity and cooperation to create tolerance and
understanding. People in the society need to come together and work together
for the establishment of a true plural country. Sentiments that echo peace to
be the backbone of the nation, and the need for communities to work together
for a brighter future by resolving violence and conflict have been expressed
in the materials in this chapter. The central message of it echoes the vital role
of children and youth to create a peaceful environment for the people of the
country, by enriching them with opportunity and support.
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Experiences of Gonflict
and Peace

The best way to
make children
good is to make
them happy.

Oscar Wilde

INTRODUCTION

In this section, the children and youth express their concerns over violence
within schools, as it prevents them from obtaining quality education.
Ignorance, lack of knowledge related to rights, and lack of sense of
responsibility is touted as the factors responsible for violence in schools. In
addition, the fear of violence in the community was also a common theme.
Many participants opined that children are scared to go outside, or go to
school. This is indicative of the way violence can indirectly impact an entire
community by instilling fear into innocent children. This fear restricts them
to enjoy a normal life. Therefore, this section repeats the theme that peace
is required to create a suitable environment, free from the fear of abduction,
or abuse in their respective community. Children and youth also compare
conflict with cancer. Conflict within the community is like the disease, as it
depletes the social fabric and paves way for many problems. The overriding
theme is that fear must be eradicated and a safe peaceful environment
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needs to be created to address various pressing problems. Corruption YR I IAHIS AGaoNors UF g5 X e Susidl S Seod
and political manipulation are also mentioned as products of conflict and RSB B | T90 F9aN, Niewr 3 Iy d8a1 g9 g5 X R aRves
violence. This clearly demonstrates their understanding of the causes of IR SEED! FHE U URS |

conflict and violence in the community, district, and national levels.
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Ghild Friendly Society

There can be no keener
revelation of a society’s
soul than the way in which
it treats its children.

Nelson Mandela

INTRODUCTION

The concept of a child friendly society is a way forward to the establishment
of peace, which paves way to ensure a safe environment, encouraging
social, and economic development.

According to the children and youth, a child friendly society is imperative
to all aspects of life and helps create a civilized humane society. They
understand the role of teachers and parents to work in collaboration with
children and youth through various activities by setting examples, and
encouraging role models. They echo greater understanding of a just and
fair society to address all forms of violence, discrimination, and injustice.
Protection of children from abuse, discrimination, child labor, child
marriage and other forms of exploitation needs to be ensured. One of the
most common themes expressed is the eradication of all forms of gender
discrimination and violence.
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The theme of education is viewed as an important aspect to motivate people
to be good citizens Children and Youth consider school and education as
an attribute to inspire people to be good, honest, and responsible. The
frequent mention of abuse of power and corruption within the political
realm, and social discrimination also pedestals the vital role of education
in eradicating the mentioned social evils. This section asserts that children
should not simply be told what to do and ordered around by adults, but
should be consulted in meaningful ways to create a child friendly and
inclusive society. Therefore, collaboration between different fractions of
the society, including the children and youth need to work together for the
establishment of a future that believes in equality.
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Messages of Peace

Every child comes with the
message that God is not
yet discouraged of man.

Rabindranath Tagore

INTRODUCTION

The final section is a collection of assorted material that reflects the
underlying themes and narratives regarding peace, and peacebuilding. The
children and youth provide their perspectives on the importance of peace,
and the dangers of conflict changing into violence within communities. There
are shared themes that many of the contributors emphasize as critical to
materialize the vision of a peaceful society. One constantly discussed theme
is social harmony. According to the children and youth, "social harmony
must emanate from the family, society and the nation, and is imperative
as it is the symbol of humanity." Development was a reoccurring theme
throughout the album and is further discussed as the most important result
of achieving a peaceful environment. It is often mentioned in the work that
for an individual to develop physically and mentally, a peaceful inclusive
society is essential. Child and youth clubs have been identified as major
blocks of development. Their potential to build a better society by raising
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awareness to encourage and aware people to behave more responsibility
was acknowledged by many.

Many consider that peace has been lost, and the country requires good
leaders to guide it to a bright future by promoting peace and harmony. They
are generally optimistic about the future and consider peace as a birth right
that will combat hate, and all forms of discrimination. Peace can be further
strengthened by promoting unity among the diverse people of the country.
Children and youth clearly see a symbiotic relationship between the family,
society, nation, and other countries. However, the ultimate message that is
repeated throughout the album is that children and youth must be involved
in all levels of peacebuilding, awareness raising, and community activities
to create a better future - free from hate and fear that promotes cooperation,
inclusion, equality and opportunities for every citizen.
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Safety and security don't just
happen, they are the result of
collective consensus and public
investment. We owe our children,
the most vulnerable citizens in our
society, a life free of violence and
fear.

Gonclusion

Nelson Mandela

Through various mediums of creative and artistic expressions, the
Peace Album aims to build dialogues between children and youth, and
organizations and individuals involved in designing and implementing
peacebuilding programs and activities. This initiative provides a platform
for children and youth to realize their potential and value to contribute in
peacebuilding activities.

As Nepal, like many developing countries, has a disproportionate percentage
of its population under the age of 29 - approximately 68 percent - it is
imperative that any potentially sustainable and successful program must
involve the majority of the population. A children and youth centric approach
has the potential of harnessing the creative energy and enthusiasm of a
massively overlooked percentage of the population. Children and the youth
are active agents of change in the development of society and nation, and
their views must be considered accordingly.

One of the contributors of the album opines, "Children and Youth are today's
nation builders. Their participation is vital to materialize a new Nepal, one
that is peaceful and violence free." This very thought is the central theme of
the Peace Album, and this thought is profoundly represented in the creative
expression of the children and youth.
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Release Date: February 2016

Authors: Children and youth from child clubs, youth clubs, schools, and
other peacebuilding initiatives in Doti, Rolpa, Mahottari and Nawalparasi.

Editing and narrative introductions: Wayne Redpath (Nepa School of Social
Sciences & Humanities) and Ayush Joshi (Search for Common Ground).

Design: Dream Graphics Press, Kathmandu (main album); and
front/back cover: Amund Lie Nitter (Norway)

Publisher: Global Partnership for Children and Youth in Peacebuilding

B P Contact: www.GPCYP.com, info®@GPCYP.com
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